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Beach Painting By Anusha Sarkar ( Age 11)



La Bonne Femme

Shila Biswas

lles Mingan or Mingan Archipelago is a group of islands located east of Quebec in the River
of St. Laurence. The river is like a sea here. Mingan Archipelago is a National Park Reserve
that features colossal limestone outcroppings, naturally formed, that evoke landscapes from
primeval times more than a million years ago. These enchanting stone monoliths are a timeless
natural wonder that one can visit aboard a sea expedition. The following picture is a painting
of one of the monoliths, the most popular and the most visited one, called La Bonne Femme
or The Good Lady because of its shape. Unfortunately, this wonderful piece has been destroyed
by a severe storm. | visited this island, lle Quarry, about thirty-five years ago. This painting
may be regarded as one of the rare ones.

La Bonne Femme 6x12 in. Acrylic on canvas



Painting By Shipra Dasgupta (Age 16)
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It has been one year since Aditya Chakravarti, the creator of Lipika passed away.
We are publishing this year’s Lipika with the hope that his dream will always
find a cherished place in the bosom of Deshantari.

Like every year, we have been blessed with a number of excellent stories,
poems, paintings, and a collage of photos. Reeto Ghosh has again impressed
us with his creative Cover design. Suparna Majumdar extended a helping hand
in formatting and compiling Lipika. Tanima Majumdar is placing Lipika on
Deshantari’s website. | sincerely thank them all.

This is the time to remind ourselves what the tradition of Durga Puja really
symbolizes — the triumph of unity over the lower human propensities of lust,
anger, greed, delusion, egoism and jealousy- personified as Mahishasura.

May Mother Durga bless our extended family of Deshantari and our friends with
health, good fortune and the capacity to enjoy the festivities together in this ideal.
My best wishes to all of you during these sacred Autumn Festival days!

Jharna Chatterjee, Editor, Lipika

Please forgive our unintentional errors.
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Maritimes Trip

Sreejita Das (Age 19)

This summer my family (my parents, my sister and my maternal grandma) and | decided

to visit the Maritimes provinces of Canada, and go on a nine day vacation by car. We

visited: Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island.

Our trip commenced on July 23, at 7 am (but everyone woke up at 6am to get organized).

Halifax Public Gardens

We then drove 6 hours to reach Tadoussac,
a remote village at the intersection of the
Saguenay and Saint Lawrence rivers. While
this car ride was mainly uneventful and quiet,
| appreciated the mellow atmosphere to
absorb the beautiful scenery around us. Right
as soon as we landed in Tadoussac, we
went on a boat-cruise on the two rivers.
We saw a variety of animals: herds of
belugas, tails and fins of whales and general
monuments (lighthouse, terrain and historical
buildings ). After that we went to our hotel
and went out to a restaurant to have seafood

chowder.
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The next day, we visited my dad's friend on the path to Saint John’s in New Brunswick.
We arrived at our hotel late at night, so we began our sightseeing on the 25th of July.
We visited the Sky-walk, Quaco Bay (a beautiful beach where you can go inside an
underwater cave, due to tidal waves), the Bay of Fundy Trail and Hopewell Rocks. At
Quaco Bay, we also had seafood chowder.
On the 26th morning we departed for Moncton, where we saw the Magnetic Hill and
Butterfly World. We then departed for Halifax, Nova Scotia! On the 26, we visited downtown
Halifax, the pier and a family friend for dinner. The next morning, we visited Halifax Public
Gardens, an absolutely stunning garden with beautiful flowers and ponds. We then went to
Lunenburg briefly, before going to Peggy's Cove (the iconic red lighthouse in Nova Scotia).
On the 28th morning, we visited Point Pleasant Park, with many historical monuments,
before departing for Inverness. On the 29th, we visited Cape Breton Island (more specifically
the Cabot Trail) and the various beaches and parks there. That night we arrived at
Antigonish, where we stayed one night to rest before we headed to Prince Edward lIsland.
We arrived at Prince Edward Island at around noon on the 30th, after crossing the
Confederation Bridge. We visited Thunder Cove Beach, Cavendish Beach, Basin Head Beach,
Anne of Green Gables (house), Knox Dam and the Cows Ice Cream Factory all by 10
pm. It was a busy day but it was worth it. On the 31st we made our long journey (a
14-hour trip) back to Ottawa, but we took many stops in between and took turns driving
to ease the load. Funny enough, during one of our stops, the car got locked with the keys
still inside in some remote town in Quebec, and we had to get a kind stranger’s help in
finding truckers who could help us with retrieving the keys. While it wasn’t funny at the
moment, looking back on it | recall that time fondly. My memory of the trip is as sweet
as the ice-cream from the Cow’s factory and | really loved sightseeing with my family, as

it served as not only a bonding experience, but a memory | will cherish forever.



A fIge

SN AT CTA (ST (T,
I @ e qEn A T -
‘Sfefy am® W AET I
(FRQT AP CICT (ST 2
SR (SNE F© (S 5o
ST T8 AT (I

AR AE T [T G,
o i@ T =6 [MEE
@89 T T4

GO FNA BeE© (HE,
uH FEE T
Iy @9 @7

- Al STET

FgAT R WFR (O teAt
499 NS o Fa?

(IS TIEIte 56 (FE®
AT MBI & (FE=

T FEMR T4

fifer 3 ‘T 3 7 3,
afefy cenmd fF 3@ 4F (4,
IEI8 HE AT (O ?

wie I FE@ AT ATHA

I 2T @& Er

AR qF, @R FmE @i
T @ g8 (AT AT (FA



s

( Original story: “The Kite” by William Somerset Maugham)
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A Swan Song
Subhalaksmi BasuRay

Encircled by a high wall, right in the middle of the bustling main street, was a Kali Bari. One
entered its paved courtyard through a weathered, wooden door, in a section of the wall facing
the street. To the right was a small Shiv Mandir, on the left an ancient well. Worshippers
drew water from its cool depths, to wash before entering the Thakur Dalan. The temple was
allegedly built by dacoits, who even in the 1960s lived in the dense Sal forests on the banks
of the Damodar, terrorizing the countryside. The river had since changed its course and carved
its way around the Balmer Laurie Paper Mills, on the edge of town.

The image of Goddess Kali was resplendent in dazzling “daaker saaj”. Larger than life and
ebony hued, she inspired awe rather than reverence in our childish hearts. I, for one, just
couldn’t shake off a feeling of apprehension, of being taken captive by burly, bare bodied
outlaws with flaming eyes and wild hair, who could materialize out of the murky shadows, in
an instant! Growing up, | had an imagination on overdrive! My brother and | were taken for
visits to the temple at least twice a year, on our birthdays. Ma went more often and always
on Shiv Ratri, dressed in “Gorod”, bearing fruits, flowers and milk, in burnished bell metal
utensils.

It was not quite winter when we celebrated Diwali. With shorter days and cooler nights, we
had, by then, changed into our winter uniforms in school. The paddy fields on both sides of
the Grand Trunk Road, which we took daily to go to school, now lay fallow. Neebulal, our
mali had already planted the winter garden and Chrysanthemums were in bloom.

Since we had only one day off from school, we celebrated Kali Puja and Diwali all on the
same day, waking up early to help with the preparations. Our first job was to dry the earthen
lamps, which Neebulal left soaking in water overnight. Next, we rolled wicks for the lamps out
of old rags. Pouring oil into the lamps from a jerrycan and climbing up a ladder to place
them on the terracotta tiled roof of the house, were left to a pro, in our case, our mali.
Once lit at nightfall, for one brief, enchanted period of time, we were transported to a world
of sheer magic. A hundred, quivering lamps casting a warm glow on a moonless sky! Baba
always bought us an assortment of firecrackers for the evening. Phuljhuri, Toobri, Charki ,
Rang mashal etc, creating a wondrous show of light rather than sound. Quite unlike the Diwalis
we experienced in Delhi, in later years.

On a dusty road, which led out of the town to the village of Egara, stood a squat, gray
building, the Burns Club. Every year its members celebrated Kali Puja and after the religious
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ceremony, presented a play with multiple acts, which ran into the wee hours of the morning.
My parents were invited every year and despite the fact that the following day was
a school day, my brother and | were allowed to attend, as a special favour. Of course, we
never stayed beyond the opening scenes of the play. As | recall, Bijoy Babu of the Accounts
office, always took the lead role. Though my understanding of his lines was imperfect at that
time, nonetheless, | was deeply moved by the passion of his delivery. Lengthy speeches, full
of fire and brimstone, with much pacing of the floor and pumping of fists, sometimes heightened
by special effects: pulsing lights, drum rolls and clangour of cymbals! Unfortunately, year after
year we left before the play reached its denouement. The resolution, as always, was left to
my imagination !

As the year drew to an end, | longed for the month-long winter vacation in school. Lazy,
hazy days of soaking in the wintry sun, drowsed by the perfume of a garden in bloom,
reading, but mostly day dreaming. Ah sweet deliverance!
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The Birthday Party

All the animals came running
under the banyan tree,

Little elephant has a birthday party
what a fun to see!

The birthday girl got the best dress
that money can buy,

She wears a birthday hat

six and half feet high.

The donkey brought his drum
and the monkey his ‘dhol’,
All the animals held their hands

and started rock—-and-roll.

The little girl blew the candles
and a birthday wish she made---
She wants to be a Hollywood actress

The little elephant proudly said.

Arun Shankar Roy
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Pig -The Big Chef

The pig is a big chef,

He took lessons in Rome.
Graduating from the cooking school,
He made England his home.

His lamb chop is famous

And famous is his curry.

If you do not believe me---
Come here in a hurry.

Come one and come all

To his restaurant store.

Once you taste his Chinese noodle

Sure you would ask for more.

Arun Shankar Roy
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Alligator Stew

Arun Shankar Roy

In Ireland there was a king of forty-two,

All his life he ate only alligator stew.

He ate it at breakfast and all day long,

That kept the king healthy and strong.

One day the alligators of the world became so upset
They came to the palace gate to loudly protest.
Thousands of alligators loudly began to roar---

You will not eat alligators any more.

The king got scared and did not know what to do,

He promised he will never again eat alligator stew.
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TC: Your ticket, sir? We have to check your ticket.

ME: What ticket? We are senior citizens and senior citizens ride free here.

TC. Yes sir, senior citizens ride free. But only from EU countries.

ME: Do you know we are Canadians? We were in Prague and allowed to ride free.

TC: Canada is not part of EU. You have to get a ticket.
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My Five Mothers
Nirmal K. Sinha

Soon after getting off the fastest train of India then, “Kalka Mail”, at Delhi’s
central railway station in Old Delhi, | noticed an area behind steel bars surrounding
a big cage-like room on the platform. This caged room was very close to the
compartment we travelled from Calcutta (Kolkata), but closer to the car carrying
mails. There were knee-high stone barriers around this enslaved area except for
the opening toward the train. This constricted area was marked as ‘mail’. A
number of coolies in red shirts and arm bands with shiny brass tags showing
their registered numbers, were going in and out of this room unloading their
cargos from their heads. Soon the open door facing the train side closed and
the inner cage started slowly to move downwards to some dark underground
space. Within a minute or so the cage came up empty and the door opened to
the waiting coolies to rush in. It was a very hot and extremely dry night of July
1950 and | was mesmerized by this wonderful moving room, never seen before
in my life of 8 years, and wondering about the boxes and large jute bags
containing the mails and other things.

| stood with my small bag containing two genjis (under-shirts), two shirts, two
half pants, two pairs of cotton socks and my medicines, hanging from my right
shoulder. The large stone blocks were also the subjects of my curiosity because
rocks were absent in the world’s largest delta land, Bengal of alluvial soil). Most
of Bengal (of undivided India) other than the foothills of the Himalaya and parts
of western and eastern sectors of the province is flat. Naturally, | did not see
any rocks other than the pathhorer (of marble) bowls, glasses and plates in
our Lakshmi ghar (Puja room) which also was my Kartama’s or paternal
grandmother’s bedroom, and the hobisshsi ghar (vegetarian kitchen) where
Kartama used to cook vegetarian dishes, of course, assisted by my elder sisters.
Each of these two rooms with their corrugated tin roofs was free standing. A
room full, floor to ceiling, of split logs (used for cooking) was attached to the
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main kitchen with inside eating and cooking areas on the floor and a veranda
with a longer eating area. There were no tables or chairs in these rooms. We
used to sit on rectangular, polished and varnished wooden seats (pinris) or
ashons (small mats) on the floor. Ma (Urmila) and Kakima (Prova Bati),
who was essentially the second mother to me, used to serve us food. They
were very strong and often used to carry split logs and stack them nicely inside
the kitchen adjacent to the two wood or coal stoves made with unfired clay. Like
Ma and Kakima my paternal grandma or Kartama (Sharoda Devi) was also very
strong. Kartama actually taught me to swim in the north-south flowing Little-
Jamuna River behind our house.

Anyway, | started to examine the roughened rock surfaces of the stone railing.
Suddenly a soft touch on my left shoulder woke me up. | turned around and
looked up. There was a smiling face of a tall and slim woman in a simple
khaddar sari (made from handspun cotton thread). | recognized her sari material
because Baba also used to wear Khadi dhooti and punjabi. | kept staring at her,
speechless. She said nothing but kept looking at me with a smile in her face.
Was this person my Pishima (paternal Aunt) | was supposed to live with in
Delhi? | keep thinking but couldn’t ask anything. The lady broke the silence and
said, “Lift”, pointing a finger towards the up and down moving cage. She
continued, “It is also called an elevator”. Both of these two terms were new to
me. However, | liked the longer name; it sounded nicer. She then explained the
mystery of the cage and asked me if | was interested to see the engine of the
train. | guess | nodded positively without saying anything. The mystery of the
identity of the lady occupied my mind fully.

The train’s engine was not too far from where we were standing. It was in front
of several cargo compartments, including the one marked as ‘mail’, and the
third—class compartment, marked as “Ill class”, in which we travelled from Howrah
Station in Calcutta. The steam-engine was a huge and long monster puffing out
steam on the sides out of the chambers close to the tracks. This engine was
significantly larger than the ones | used to see at our railway station, Shantahar
Junction. While still holding my left arm, the mystery lady said, “It’s a Canadian
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engine and made in Canada for long haul and high speed.” Canada was
nonexistent in my vocabulary although | knew the Americas, | mean the name.
Several years earlier, while the 2nd World War was still going on, my closest
friend Nitu introduced me to the strange land of America. He was very
knowledgeable (| used to think) and taught me that the American soil was so
rich that it changes the colour of the skin if one’s face comes in contact with
it. “That’s why”, Nitu explained why the American soldiers staying in an
encampment by the river, north of the 'Bharcharger Jangol (Bhattacharya-Jungle)
adjacent to our properties and not far from our house, had reddish faces.

The red-face soldiers used to go back and forth on the Ukilpara road ( Ukil
means lawyer) beside the western edge of our property spanning an area of six
bighas between the road and the Little Jamuna River. Both Nitu and | often
used to get joy-rides in their jeeps. Even today | remember that they used to
share tiny blocks of chocolate with us.

The surrounding area of the Canadian engine of the Kalka Mail was extremely
hot with steam leaking on the side. There were several engine operators, with
dirty blue bandanas covering their heads, either standing by the engine or doing
something on the sides of the engine. The appearance of their faces somehow
looked different to me. My lady, while holding my left hand, started to talk with
one of these men. | couldn’t understand what they were talking about. Suddenly
one of them smiled at me and picked me up and climbed up the stairs to the
engine room. He was very soft- spoken and showed or tried to explain, in mixed
Hindi and English, all sorts of wheels and dial-gauges of the engine. | could
not really understand his language. He showed me the port through which they
throw shovels of coal, but he didn’t open that because it was extremely hot and
not safe (for me, | guessed). As we were coming back towards our compartment,
the lady in khadi sari clarified my curiosity by saying that the engine drivers were
Anglo-Indians.

During the previous day and night, for about 26 hours, | was trapped inside one
of the Ill-Class compartments of Kalka Mail. The moment | saw the name Kalka
at the Howrah station, it reminded me of my only paternal uncle, Kaka (Jitendra
Mohon Sinha) and Kakima. Kakima was the second mother to me. | am told
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that | used to drink her breast milk too. Kaka and Kakima had only one child.
Along with eleven children of my parents, we completed a team of dozen offspring
in our joint family. As a child, | used to spend more time with Kakima than my
own mother. Incidentally, Ma and Kakima were related - actually cousins to each
other. | strongly believe that Ma and Kakima, and perhaps Kartama too, inspired
Barda and Sejda to stand up for basic human rights.
| travelled from Howrah to Delhi with a large lady | met for the first time in
Howrah station of Calcutta (Kolkata). She was introduced to me as ‘Gupta
Pishima’ by Barda, my eldest brother. Gupta Pishima or Miss Sohini Gupta, |
came to know later, was a student of Madam Montessori and was in charge of
the Montessori section of the Vidya Bhavan school in Karol Bagh of New Delhi.
Anyway, Barda and Ma brought me to Howrah. Actually, only a few days ago |
was united with Ma for a brief period when she could manage to travel from
Naogaon, simply to see-off me to a new life in Delhi. My father was not well
and stayed in Naogaon. At present Naogaon is the district town of the Naogaon
Zilla of Bangladesh.
A few days earlier Ma took the same Darjeeling Mail from Shantahar station to
come to Sealdaha station of Calcutta, and | was pushed inside through a window
along with my two-year older sister, Didi, to escape to India. It is very difficult
to imagine how desperate our parents and family were to make sure we could
go to a safe place. This incident occurred a few months after the day of horror
- | wish | could pin down the date when three trains (Darjeeling Mail, Atrai
Mail and Bogra Express) became the slaughter houses, somewhere in between
the two railway stations: Shantahar and Natore, in East Pakistan. One by one,
these three trains were stopped in the middle of open paddy fields on either
sides of the railway track. Apparently, the insurgents from the province of Bihar
of India determined to perform ethnic cleansing - rather religious purification,
migrated to East Pakistan. They started the rampage in around 1949-50. Until
then, the northern districts of East Pakistan were relatively calm and comparatively
free from communal tension in comparison to the southern districts of the country.
It was only after this train-massacre, Hindu residents of the areas of North
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Bengal, that became parts of East Pakistan, started to escape in-mass and
became refugees (with a fancy name of ‘displaced persons’) in India.
| was born in a Hindu family before India was divided into three parts: India
and Two parts of Pakistan, East and West, and | became an "alien", when |
was only five years of age in my own birth country simply because | was not
circumcised and eventually treated officially as an ‘orphan child refugee’ in a camp
near Barackpore inside free-India. | didn’t know where my Didi was kept.
At this juncture, | should mention that the khadi-sari clad mystery lady | met at
Delhi’s railway station turned out to be my BHU-UK educated ‘Pishima’- Miss
Sudhangshu Bala Sanyal. Nobody actually told me this, though. | just figured out
this by inferences after enjoying a horse-drawn Tanga ride with Gupta—-Pishima,
the mystery lady and Lachman Singh from Delhi station to my final destination
in Karol Bagh. Eventually Pishima became my mother as well as my father. She
was actually a well-known educator and founded the first Bengali-medium school
for girls (Vidya Bhavan Girl’s Higher-Secondary School) in New Delhi, the
capital of British India, in the year of my birth, 1942 when girls did not need
to be educated more than acquiring the skills of basic reading and writing. In
those days, there were already two Bengali-medium high schools for boys - the
first in Old Delhi (Bengali Boys) and the second in New Delhi, known as the
Raisina school. In 1980, the All India Bengali Cultural Association recognized her
outstanding contributions during its Diamond-Jubilee celebration at Kalibari, New
Delhi and 53" annual conference in Jamshedpur.
Let me trace back a page from India’s history. As the capital of British India
moved from Calcutta (Kolkata) to Delhi in 1911, thousands of Bengali ‘Baboos’,
the pillars of British administrative forces were moved to Delhi. This led to the
establishment of the first school (of course for boys) and later the second
school in 1925 when Litton’s New Delhi started to develop in the flat areas east
of the hilly village of Raisina. The second Bengali-medium boy’s school was
named as ‘Raisina Bengali ...”
Soon after the shift of the capital from Calcutta to Delhi in 1911, two medical
doctors trained in western medicines, were also shifted to Delhi. One of these
two doctors was my Pishima’s father, Dr. Hem Chandra Sanyal**. He was
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married to my Kartama’s younger sister and had seven children — two sons and
five daughters. Since there were no schools for Bengali girls in Delhi, Pishima
and her sisters were sent to Benares (Varanasi) to attend proper Bengali-
medium school. Eventually my aunt became a Sanskrit scholar (MA) from
Benares Hindu University (BHU) and went to UK for higher education in English.
My aunt inspired me to be a Citizen of the Earth and, in fact, | left India at
the age 19 for higher education by earning my own passage money, etc. This
provided me with the conviction that every child must receive the best of life,
education and cultivation of fearlessness through the awakening, and the awareness
that freedom was everyone’s birthright.
| was once interrogated by the British—Indian police (actually they were all India-
born) when they found three beautiful, red-coloured tubes with shiny brass ends
in my collection box containing all kinds of my precious collectibles. | was perhaps
four years old or certainly less than five years of age - that is, before the
Independence Day of 15" August, 1947. | discovered those wonderful brass-
ended tubes in the 'Bharcharger Jangol', north of our properties by the Little
Jamuna. Even as a child, | was not social in my characteristics, probably because
| suffered from some speech related issues. But | did know that those priceless
pieces of my collection were from banduks used by some young persons like my
Sejda or the third-oldest brother (Bireswar Sinha) who used to be the followers
of Khudiram-type revolutionaries - and | did know that two of the banduks
(guns) were hidden inside our kitchen under the pile of logs beside the cooking
stove, and the custodians were Ma and Kakima. Sejda was already in the high-
security British Jail. In those days, nobody, even the red-pagree police dared
not go in any Barendra-brahmin's kitchen. Even the local musalmans were afraid
to do that.

The beginning of my life was somehow kind of linked to a famous freedom
fighter, Netaji or Subhas Chandra Bose, “the forgotten hero of India”. When
Netaji escaped from British surveillance in 1941 and headed for Afghanistan, |
was under developments in Ma's womb and two of my elder brothers, the freedom
fighters, Kedar Nath Sinha (Barda) and Bireswar Sinha (Sejda) were in British
Indian jails due to their direct and active participations with the ‘Congress and/or
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Forward Block' (established by Netaji), and Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP).
| rarely saw these two Dadas, freely, until India became independent. In course
of time both Barda and Sejda were recognized by the Central Government of
India and the State Government of West Bengal, BUT, nothing can replace the
days | lost as an "orphan refugee child” in a refugee camp within the country
of my birth! What a price to pay for freedom! But then, what a price Netaji
paid to fight for the freedom of India!
Going forward, in December 1963, | left the job of a high—-school Physics teacher
in Ottawa and moved to Oshawa after getting a position of a research scientist
in the small glass and ceramics production research and development (R & D)
laboratory of Duplate Canada Limited. | became the 15" person of the laboratory.
It remained a mystery to me why the Bateson/Hunt team selected me for the
job when | had absolutely no research experience and all | had was a B.Sc.
(Physics honours) degree from Delhi University.
After moving to Oshawa, | stayed in a small hotel with a small restaurant with
a TV and a large beer parlor in the first floor, and a few rooms on the second
floor. This hotel was only about three minutes’ walk from my place of work. The
hotel offered me a room at a very reasonable, monthly charge. Actually | was
the only person staying there and | ended up staying there for a little over two
months. | got into the habit of watching the TV after finishing the meal in the
restaurant before going upstairs to sleep. One such an evening on 16th February
1964, ‘The Ed Sullivan show’ broadcasted a live performance of the Beatles, a
music band of UK. It was an extremely noisy program. | simply didn’t like the
show, but kept on watching, hoping to listen a bit of their songs without drowned
by the noise because | was not aware of this music band. Next morning on my
way to work | picked up a copy of the local newspaper, Oshawa Times, full
with pictures of the screaming girls and boys infected with Beatles mania. On
the same day at work, my technician George, asked me if | was interested to
rent his mother’s house. During the lunch break George took me to his late
grandparent’s house on 501 Cubert Street to introduce me to his mother Mrs.
Clara Gudgeon and her sister, Miss Alberta Osborne. The kitchen table was full
with four sets of table mats, plates and soup bowls as well as a huge plate in
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the middle loaded with a mountain of egg-sandwiches. Obviously | enjoyed the
lunch and chit-chat with the two ladies. Then George and | walked to 213
Hillside Avenue, only four houses away to show their house for rent. It was a
single house with a garage, a long porch, a living-come bedroom with a powder
room (toilet and a sink) and another relatively large room with a small stove,
a refrigerator, a washer and a drier. The bathroom and two other rooms on the
second floor and the stairs with a separate side-entrance were rented out to a
young couple with a toddler. Thus, if wanted a bath, | could go to the Cubert
street house. | agreed to rent the premises provided | could also have my meals
at the other house. This arrangement lasted for almost six years until | got
married and moved out of the Gudgeon-Osborne nest.

Mrs. Gudgeon became my Ma-Gudgeon and her sister became my Aunt-Bert
who was still working at General Motors. Later | heard the remarkable story about
the sacrifice Aunt Bert made by not getting married to provide full financial and
other supports to her elder sister who suddenly became a widow when with two
boys were only two and four years old. My first Christmas in1964 with the larger
Gudgeon-0Osborne extended family and their friends was remarkable. We gathered
inside the St. Georges Anglican Church for the mid-night mass. It was a
wonderful experience of music and prayer. Sitting at the end of the family—pew
| followed the up and down motions of the devotees, but couldn’t really sing the
hymns beyond reading them. At the end of all the ceremonies, | followed
everybody and very innocently took the communion at the altar guided by Reverend
Bombay. Anyways, the wine was sweet, but only one sip was not satisfying.
When we came out of the church after attending the midnight ceremony, | found
Ma-Gudgeon very upset, thinking of what would happen to me, what punishment
would | receive from God! With tears of worry in her eyes, she told me that |
was not a baptized Christian. What | did not know was that | was not supposed
to take the communion.

It just happened that George was two years older than me and Grant was two
years younger than me. Both of them got married and living separately and
elsewhere with one daughter each — Shirly—Ann (two months) and Janine (four
months ). Since age-wise | was in the middle of the Gudgeon brothers, soon |
became the third son to both Ma-Gudgeon and Aunt Bert and filled the space



73
in the empty nest. And Ma-Gudgeon was a great cook too. During the weekends,
the two sisters used to prepare all kinds of dishes and | used to eat a lot.
Collectively, the sisters removed the idea, instilled in my head from childhood in
India, that the people in England don’t know how to cook.

Janine used to spend the entire day with her grandma during the week days.
She used to go home only to sleep. Every day, | used to see Janine during
the breakfast, the lunch-hour and the evening dinner. | used to feed her and
change the diapers too, on emergency. She really became my daughter. Thus
practical fatherhood or child caring experience came early in my life. | often used
to pick up freshly baked bread from the Mill-Street Bakery on my walking path
to home. Janine used to love the soft and warm bread. The bakery used to be
beside the Oshawa Creek and long time ago there used to be a water-driven
mill to grind the wheat. Soon Janine was joined by a baby sister, Lynnette when
Grant became the father again. Often we used to have baby Shirly Ann too.
Consequently | started to see three daughters during the days. Perhaps this
experience prepared me for the trinity of daughters in my married life.
Sometime during the year of 1967, Mr. Gulam Mohammed Parekh and his wife,
Mariam came to Oshawa to live. Earlier they came to Toronto from a small town
in the state of Gujrat in India to live with their only son and brought with them
their son’s teen-aged daughter and son out of his first marriage. Their son went
to UK for higher learning and married an English girl following divorce from his
former wife. According to the local customs, a divorced wife cannot live anymore
with her parents—in-law. Consequently, Mr. and Mrs. Parekh became the guardians
of their two grandchildren. Eventually their son migrated to Canada from UK and
settled there with his second wife and two of their beautiful sons. Soon he
decided to sponsor his parents and his two other children. The senior Parekhs
sold everything in India and came to Toronto. Eventually Mr. Parekh wanted to
start a new and independent life and obtained a job as a night-security guard
in an auto-parts manufacturing factory in Oshawa and moved together with his
wife. The couple soon came to know that they were not alone; there was another
India-born person in Oshawa. One evening | received a call from them and
found out that their flat was within walking distance from my place. Naturally |
went there immediately. Seeing me at their front door, Mrs. Parekh stared at
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me without uttering a single word. She then grabbed me, hugged me tightly and
started to cry. Mr. Parekh was also in tears. | didn’t quite understand what was
going on in their minds, but never forget this touching moment in my life. They
started to treat me as if | was their son. To cut the long story short, Mrs.
Parekh became my 5" mother.
One evening, | visited the Parekhs when my Ma-Parekh was getting ready to
start her evening prayer. She placed the praying mat on the floor and sat down
with bent knees and facing towards the West. | could not resist myself and told
her to change her position and turn her face towards East. She said in Gujrati,
“Nirmal, you are a Hindu and pray the rising Sun in the East, but ...”. | told
her that there are no differences between the Hindus and the Muslims in Canada.
Both of us pray towards the East. Moreover, both of us shared the same
ancestry, anyways. She didn’t quite comprehend my remarks. Excusing myself |
went to the washroom, took off my socks, washed my feet and hands and came
out. Walking to the prayer mat on the floor | stood facing east and started to
perform my prayer in Arabic, | learnt during my seven-week journey from Montreal
to Bombay in a cargo boat with the Muslim crew from, mainly from Rajabazar
in Kolkata. At the end of the short prayer, | requested her to wait for me until
| come back and then rushed out. | ran to my place to get the globe | had
and ran back to the Parekh residence and showed Ma-Parekh that Makkah in
Saudi Arabia was indeed in the East from Oshawa.

*% Many, many decades ago, “Desh Patrika” published an article on these two
medical doctors. Pishima had a copy of the issue and | did read it as a child.
Following the death of my Pishima in 1987, the entire collection of her books
and papers were taken away by her admirers. It would be wonderful if somebody
could unearth the name of the other doctor and let me know. Fortunately, | have
a professionally taken photograph of these two doctors in my collection, but no
names are written on it.
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Morning Song

Dr. Subhash C. Biswas

( This story is about a little child named Nimchand or Nimu, two and a half
years old, who belongs fto DeBiswas family. It is a large family with many
members living in a huge complex in the village of Barrackpur.)

It is breakfast time in the morning. Durgapooja festival is over. Father Somesh,
uncles Khagesh and Prabhas are all gone to their usual daily work. Nimu is
eating breakfast along with his brothers, sisters and immediate cousins from these
two uncles. Nirendranath or Niru, youngest son of Prabhas, is very intimate to
Nimu. He is only a year older than Nimu. They usually stick together; people
call them ‘a pair of gems’. Nimu being the youngest of all gets affectionate
attention of others. He is, as usual, the centre-point of amusement in the
breakfast hall. Nimu responds to everyone’s funny queries and makes waves of
uproarious laughter in the hall. He forgets to eat and gets delayed in finishing
his food. All the children are gone after finishing their breakfast. Nimu is now all
alone; even Niru, he is gone too. Sarojini helps Nimu with his food. After
finishing, she tells him to go out and play in the kitchen verandah with 7hakuma
(grandmother Parulbala). Sarojini’s movement has slowed down recently; she is
carrying her tenth child and the pregnancy is at a matured stage. Nimu rushes
out, but there is no one there in the verandah. He gets down the stairs, a step
at a time and walks across the kitchen yard, and then climbs up the five steps
of the staircase to get on the huge royak. The royak is a wide terrace running
along the three sides of the house complex and enclosing the main courtyard of
the size of a football ground. The fourth side of the yard is bordered by
Pujamandap (building for Puja festivals) .
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Nimu gets down in the main courtyard, confidently with no hesitation, as if he
does it every day. He has no idea that the festive days are over. He is expecting
to find some playmates in the courtyard like in the previous days. But there is
no one there today. This household has many residents; every day is like a
festival day. The courtyard and the royak are always populated with some people.
Today is an exception; the vast compound is a lonely, quiet place. Because of
exhaustive festivities during the last few days, people are resting inside. Nimu
doesn’t get disheartened; he walks through the entire courtyard, on to the next
yard and then to yet another big yard. Encouraged by his new-found freedom
and driven by his zeal to explore places, Nimchand proceeds all alone with his
litle feet making small steps and trails along whatever path he discovers. He
goes past all the quarters of the huge complex and exits into the outside land
totally new to him. He suddenly encounters a squirrel staring at him with two
cute little eyes, as if it wants to play with him. But as he advances, the furry
little creature with its long, curly tail vanishes in a trice into a wood. Nimchand
does not cease his quest; he continues with whatever drives him. The wood
lying in front of him is irresistibly inviting.

It is the month of AsAwin when the weather in the village of Barrackpur is at
its best. Floating clouds are casting shades every now and then, breaking the
continuous sunlight. The magic spell of a beautiful, sunny day bewilders Nimchand.
He doesn’t feel scared; he marches on. He is enchanted by a charming cool
breeze gently blowing in a vast, wonderful world of green. Trees, shrubs, and
wild flowers of many colours attract him; but he is most fascinated by butterflies
that are flying from flower to flower and by dragonflies that are trying hard to sit
on the tendril of a twig. Nimchand is especially fond of these two flying beauties;
he has seen their pictures in his book of rhymes. He runs after them, tries to
catch them and giggles when they fly away deceiving him in a funny way. He
has forgotten he was told to stay in the kitchen verandah. He has discovered a
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whole new world of fun and joy. He desperately wants to catch a dragonfly and
then fly with a bird, sit on a branch of a tall tree and chirp together.

Nimchand walks past small bushes following a dragonfly. He then circles around
a Neem tree that comes in front of him. He stops for a moment and then heads
in another direction. He walks through a patch of tall grass, a sloppy area
covered with green moss, and then stops at a little garden of flowers. The
dragonfly is now out of sight; but what he discovers is captivating more than
ever. Nimchand stands on the edge of a big pond and his eyes get stuck on
bright pink water hyacinths floating in water. He jumps with joy seeing ducks
swimming in the pond. A long neck white swan is just as beautiful as he has
seen in his book. It is swimming majestically in an easy comfortable style, with
ducklings following it. He sees the little waves rippling around the ducklings on
the surface of the water and watches them splash on the bank of the pond
close to his tiny feet. Nimchand wants to join in the fun and be one of the
ducklings. His joy knows no bound.

Grandmother Parulbala left the verandah to attend to some immediate need for a
short while. On coming back, she enquires about Nimu. Sarojini, surprised not
seeing Nimu around, asks, “Where’s Nimu, Ma?” “lI’ve the same question,
where’s he Saroj?” Parulbala is also taken by surprise. “I told him to stay in
the verandah with you; haven’t you seen him?” “No,” says Parulbala with
astonishment.

19
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left the verandah a while ago and just come back. May be
he’s with Nisha in your room. I’ll give a shout.” Nisha, sixteen-year old, is
Sarojini’s third daughter after Joya and Radha who are married. Nimchand is
very fond of Nisha and goes to her whenever a chance occurs. So it is highly
probable that Nimu has gone to her. Parulbala calls out for Nisha. The bedroom
is at the far end of the complex on the second floor. Nisha responds, but no,
Nimu is not with her, nor has she seen him after breakfast. Sarojini gets worried;
she rises from the stool, rushes through the door and looks all around calling
out repetitively “Nimu, where’re you?” She hears no response. Her head starts
turning, her face becomes pale with ludicrous bafflement and eyes roll fast eagerly
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searching for Nimu. She is restless; her heart is pounding. Parulbala tries to
console her saying, “Nimu can’t go far; he must be somewhere nearby. Don’t
run around, sit down here. We’ll look for him.” But Sarojini doesn’t listen. She
goes to the main courtyard that is still an empty place, lonely and quiet. Sarojini
is now scared and desperate. She calls out loud, “Nimu, Nimu, ---."

Sarojini’s desperate cry breaks down the rare, unusual calm in DeBiswas Dham.
People come out of their rooms to inquire about what has gone wrong with
Nimu. Barhokali, an older cousin of Nimu, comes forward before anyone else.
An energetic young man, Barhokali is, by nature, a helpful person. He is
exceptionally helpful for Sarojini and Sarojini loves him like her own son. Apart
from his good nature, there is an interesting side in his character. He is very
fun loving, especially with children. He stands out in his age group for his good
spirit and leadership quality that are held in high esteem in the DeBiswas
household. He loves all the children in this home, but he loves Nimu the most.
He has a special playful relationship with him. He teases Nimu by repetitively
reciting funny rhymes that he makes up, inciting Nimu to the point of crying.
When Nimu cries out loud, he rushes to him, carries him on his lap and consoles
him by offering him a few batasas. Nimu is extremely fond of batasa.

Seeing Barhokali, Sarojini feels some consolation and regains some hope.
“Barhokali, | can’t find Nimu. He must have lost his way; do something to find
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him,” Sarojini asks frantically. She is almost on the point of crying. “Calm down

°

Naw-kakima, relax,” Barhokali tries to lighten up the situation. “I’ll find him out.”
He gives consolation and some assurance to Sarojini. “Barhokali, | always have
faith in your prudence and wisdom,” says Sarojini sobbingly in a mellow voice
and leaves a sigh of relief. Looking at him with some feeling of hope, she

utters, “God be with you, Barhokali.”

A big crowd has gathered surrounding Sarojini in the main courtyard. Everyone
has questions and suggestions; some even do not hesitate to make adverse
comments out of their jealous mentality, ignoring the immediate problem. Nirmala,
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wife of Prabhash and mother of three including Niru, is the first to make such
a comment. She lost her first child, a daughter named Khuku, two years ago.
She has not yet recovered totally from that grief; her temperament often gets
adversely affected. Regarding Nimu, she seems to have a complex. Nimu is
highly praised by most for his cute look and precocity; but Nirmala, despite her
closeness to him, remains apathetic. She strongly desires her son Niru to be as
good as Nimu or better in every respect. So she often picks faults with Nimu,
even if there is none, and compares with Niru proving him better. Yet at times
she cannot hide her love for Nimu, because he is so adorable that it is difficult
not to love him.

“Nimu is always like that, he sneaks out whenever he gets a chance,” says
Nirmala sneeringly with a frowning look. “Didi (Sarojini) is not enough attentive;
she has too many. But we must try hard to find Nimu.”

“Probably because of her present condition, it is not possible to constantly watch
Nimu,” says Sohagi, the other sister-in-law and wife of Khagesh. “She should
have asked one of her children to do it. Nisha can take care of Nimu; she’s
mature enough.” Nisha, shamefaced, is standing nearby with head bent down
out of feeling of guilt. After all, she does take care of Nimu without anyone
asking. Now she is blaming herself. Her immediate sister, Monisha, is standing
close to her, equally abashed.

“What have you been doing, Nisha? Can’t you look after your little brother,
you good for nothing?” Nirmala shoots irrationally at Nisha with her usual frown.
“l was busy auntie, with my embroidery and knitting. Monisha was with me. |
feel so sorry; but | really didn’t know Nimu was all alone.” Nisha is very sincere,
responsible and dependable. It is true she was busy with knitting and embroidery.
She is knitting a woolen set for Nimu and embroidering a design, all for submitting
for a competition organized by the Union Board formed with five villages.
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“l need no comments or arguments,” says Sarojini, terribly distressed and writhing
in agony. “lI need help to find my son; please help me.” Her face looks gloomy
out of panic and desperation. Rupali, wife of Barhokali, comes forward and stands
close to Sarojini. An intelligent young lady, she is calm and patient by nature
and a favourite of Sarojini.

“Let’s not make comments that are of less importance at this moment,” Rupali
pronounces loudly and emphatically to draw attention of everyone present. “Our
immediate task is to find Nimu,” she continues. “lI believe children will know
better where Nimu can be found.” She collects all the children in one place.
Addressing particularly Niru and Nimu’s another cousin Gour, she asks, “Where
do you think Nimu can be? What are his favourite places to hide?”

“His most favourite is the Pujamandap,” says Niru. “But we have searched that
big hall and all other places we can hide. We didn’t find Nimu.”

Barhokali opens his mouth. “Pujamandap is the most probable place, but it’s
eliminated now. The matter is more serious than | thought. Let’s begin the search
in an organized fashion without further delay; every minute is important. I’m
dividing our compound in five sectors, four of which have an exit gate to outside;
the fifth one contains the pond. So there’ll be five groups led by five leaders —
Nisha, my brother Keshto (Keshtokali), Gora (Gorachand), Gobindo and myself.
Nisha, you lead the south-eastern sector, the smallest one. You may take your
sister Monisha with you and four more. Gobindo takes charge of the north-
eastern sector with the main gate, the Lion Gate as we call it. Keshto will cover
the huge south-western sector containing many gardens and a wood with big
trees, while Gora will lead his group to scan the areas around the pond. Il
cover the remaining sector, the big north-western sector, which as you know
contain a dense wood and the northern bank of the pond.”

The pond area is the most difficult area to search. No one knows this area
better than Gora. He knows every tree, every shrub and every bush of this area.
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He can tell how many big fish are there in the pond; he has even named them.
Gobindo is the best all-rounder for the whole compound. Gorachand and Gobindo,
two young men in their twenties, are two other cousins of Nimu.

“We will surely find Nimu,” Barhokali goes on. “I know Nimu better than anyone
else. He’s smarter than other boys of his age. Moreover, he can’t go out of
our compound as it’s protected, as you know, from all sides by a high wall and
the gates are usually locked except for the Lion Gate. The Lion Gate remains
clearly visible to all. While searching, remember he may ignore, as he often
does, your frequent call out ‘Nimu’, ‘Nimu’ ---. The best way to get a response
from Nimu is to tease him by singing rhymes that he dislikes. He instantly
protests with a resounding ‘NO’ to such a rhyme, or may even break down into
crying. You all know this, don’t you? Sing any such rhyme you know, but here
are two that he hates the most.

Nimchand, Nimchand,

Eats with the wrong hand,
Drinks by the nose;

Looking at a /adybug,

Calls it a rose.

And
Nimu, Nimu, Nimu,
Walks like an emu,
Hangs on the Neem tree,
Tim, Tim, Timu.

Another team will stay here in this courtyard with Rupali. As soon as Nimu is
found, Rupali will organize to call off the search.”
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The teams disperse with their mission. Gora’s team moves first and runs at full
speed towards the pond. Nimu usually doesn’t step in water; yet a child is
always unpredictable. The other teams follow next. Duli (Shailabala) and her
elder sister Phuli (Phuleshwari), also cousins of Nimu, want to go through the
rooms and all corners of the building complex; so they leave too. Tristful Sarojini
has sat down on the stairs that come down from the royak to the courtyard.
She is broken down and tormented out of unbearable anguish. Rupali suggests
the ladies should sit beside her so that she gets some comfort and consolation.

After about half an hour, Nisha comes back with her team with no trace of
Nimu. A few minutes after, Gobindo also comes back with a negative nod.
Keshto and Gora will take a long time to scan their huge areas. Barhokali
remains optimistic; he knows how attracted Nimu is to his side of the compound.
He is sure his high hopes will not go in vain. On exiting from the south-western
yard of the complex and stepping into the gardens, they start singing out the
rhymes in chorus. But there is no sound of protestation from any corner of the
area; only the wind is rumbling through tall trees and birds are flying around.
Close to the ground, there are butterflies and dragonflies and then there are
ducks in the pond. Yes, ducks, Nimu has a great fascination for them. Barhokali
advances towards a spot in the pond, where ducks and ducklings have gathered.
Suddenly, he halts and calls for the attention of his team. “Do you hear some
rustling in that bush on the slope of the pond, and some quacks?”

“Yes, yes,” they respond enthusiastically and rush to the bush.

And there he is on the other side of the bush. Standing close to the water
where the bush ends, Nimu is trying to catch a duckling with the help of a thin
long stick. His attention is fully captured by these pretty creatures.

“Nimu, there you are!” Barhokali cries out as he descends down the slope. His
voice cracks with emotion and joy. Seeing Barhokali, Nimu’s face sparkles with
a mouthful of grin. Startled and surprised, he utters his most coveted addressing,
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“Barho-da!” and extends his arms toward him. Barhokali swiftly picks him up
and holds him in a tight embrace saying, “You little thing, you’ll never know
how much suffering you’ve given to your mother!”

Barhokali turns back with his team. They are so happy finding Nimu that they
start singing and dancing in jubilation. Barhokali makes up an instant rhyme for
pleasing Nimu this time instead of teasing. All of them sing it in chorus while
Nimu rests comfortably on Barhokali’s shoulder.

People of the house come out and say,
Nimu is gone and lost his way.

Nimu is a brave boy everyone knows,

He is gone for a toy walking on his toes.
He found on the way a cute little duck,
And thought it to be a very good luck.
Butterflies, dragonflies, birds and bees,

Sing with Nimu dancing on the trees.

Sarojini’s condition is miserable. She is repenting for her momentary neglect and
feels remorse for her failure to keep a watchful eye on Nimu. “I’'m getting
scared, Rupa. He’s a little boy and there’re jackals, snakes, stray dogs; he may
be in danger. Rupa, let’s go, you and me. He’ll surely respond to his mother’s
call.” Sarojini is desperate. “No auntie, stay calm, don’t panic. Your Barhokali
will surely find him,” consoles Rupali.

“But there’s no good news yet, it’s all my fate,” Sarojini laments bending her
head on her right palm. “You know Rupa, when Nimu was in my womb, an
old lady read my palm and predicted | was going to give birth to a boy who
would be intelligent, good-natured and handsome and who would always stand
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by me at all times. And she also warned | must take good care of him. Now
see I've failed, I've failed miserably.”  Sarojini bursts into tears and hits her
forehead by hand repetitively. “Rupa, we must go to look for him. Come on,
let’s go.” Sarojini tries to stand up. “Don’t move a step from here, | tell you,”
says Parulbala. “Everything is going to be alright, have faith in God and pray.”

3
I

hear something, do you?” Rupali says excitedly. She tries to listen more
attentively. “They’re singing a rhyme, a happy rhyme. I’m sure they’ve found
Nimu.”

Barhokali, with a wide grin and a proud face, shows up with Nimu on his
shoulder. The team members are singing the rhyme and walking in rhythm behind
him. Nimu is tightly holding Barhokali’s head and apparently enjoying the rhyme
while laughing and giggling. Nirmala rushes toward them holding Niru’s hand.

“Give him to me, Barhokali,” says a happy Nirmala with much eagerness. She
takes him on her lap and cuddles him. The situation has enforced her to reveal
hidden love she has been nourishing in her heart for Nimu. “Where have you
been, Nimu?” she says in a voice choked with emotion. “Look at your Niru-
da, he has been crying for you.”

“Nimu, why did you go all alone?” Niru asks sobbingly. “Niru-da, | saw a
squirrel; it looked at me and ran away.”

Nirmala hastily takes Nimu to Sarojini. “Here’s your over-smart much beloved

°

son; take him to your bosom.” Nimu jumps on to mother’s lap. He doesn’t
know what has been going on; he doesn’t understand what everyone has just
gone through. Sarojini holds Nimu tightly in her bosom. Her face brightens up
with blithe relief from the misery she was going through; her eyes get inundated
with tears of joy. She smiles and cries at the same time; she is speechless. A
blissful moment radiates heavenly joy touching every heart. Nisha, standing nearby,
comes close to mother and holds a hand of Nimu, lovingly. Parulbala comes

forward and pronounces with the command of grand-motherliness, “Nisha, from



85

now on you take charge of Nimu. Always stay with him, help him for everything

and never leave him out of your sight.”

“Yes, Thakuma, I'll do that,” Nisha says reassuringly. “I can also take care of
Nimu; I’ll help didi.” Monisha gladly offers her help. “Good Monisha, you’ll help
Nisha.” Nisha takes Nimu from mother’s lap. “Come Nimu, come with me.”
Nisha promises to herself to take good care of Nimu, despite her pressing

engagement with embroidery and knitting work.

The Sun has gone down behind the Pujamandap building. The children who were
playing in the main courtyard are all gone. Somesh and Prabhas are back home
and gets the news of Nimu’s adventure. Sarojini, Nisha, Monisha and a few
others have surrounded them. Nimu releases himself from the grip of Nisha and
runs to father and talks of his getting lost, as if it was a great achievement.
Prabhas takes him on the lap and asks about what happened.

“Monikaka, | saw little ducks, many, swimming,” Nimu says with excitement.

“And you wanted to be one like them, right?”
“Ya.”

(13 %

But Aaku, never go alone, ok?

“Ok, Monikaka.”

Uncle Prabhas, always jovial and playful, is a favourite of all children, especially
of Nimu. He tells him stories and gives him unending love. Somesh casts a
sympathetic look at Sarojini. He is a man of a few words, serious and remains
engaged with his busy day to day schedule and less involved with petty family
matters. He appears indifferent and self-composed. He has a dignified personality
that earns him a lot of respect. People hesitate respectfully to approach him. All
children love him dearly; yet observe a certain reverential distance. He doesn’t
say a word to Sarojini, but feels deeply at heart what miserable time poor Saroj
had to go through. “It’s getting dark; get inside everyone,” Somesh utters gravely.
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Nimu is growing up and learning new things faster than other children of his
age. Nisha’s love and care provide valuable guidance for him. Nimu’s zeal for
learning gets stronger day by day. Nisha reads books to him every day and he
knows them all by heart and can recite gladly any number of times. Nimu gets
up early in the morning before sunrise; so does Nisha. It has become a set
routine for both of them.

Every morning after waking up, Nimu runs to the roadside window, sits on the
sill and waits for something he loves most. Every day at the daybreak, a man
walks down the village road that Nimu can see from the window. He sings a
beautiful Keertan with melodious sound of kartaal (cymbals played by hand).
Nimu listens with full attention and also sings and dances with the rhythm; he
does not move from the window until the singer goes out of sight. Nisha stands
by and enjoys the masterpiece theatrical show. On one such morning, this routine
gets broken by a fine interruption. It is not yet the wake-up time of Nimu; but

Nisha tries to wake him up. “Wake up Nimu, wake up, ---.
“What Sej-di?”

Nimu wakes up.

“Do you hear something?”
“Yes, baby crying.”

2

“We’ve a new baby brother! Hurrah! ---. Nisha picks up Nimu, holds him

tight and dances. The eastern sky has an unusual glow today; the Sun is about
to rise. The Keertan-man sings out his morning song outside.

Prabhata samaye Sachir anginer majhe
Gourchand nachiya baray re
Jagonigo Sachimata, Gour aylo premdata,

Ghare ghare harinaam bilay re.
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(In the morning time in Sachi’s compound,
Gourchand dances around.
Wake up mother Sachi, wake up wake up,
Here comes Gour with his love
To sing the name of Hari to every home.)

Baby’s cry mingles with the sweet melody of the morning song lingering from a
distance. The glowing Sun rising in the east opens the door to a colourful new
world.
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Snow Geese Migration

Yogadhish Das

Every Fall and Spring, snow geese migrate over areas east of Ottawa. A few years ago, |
had the good fortune to experience the overwhelming sight of migrating snow geese in tens
of thousands around the city of Cornwall. The adrenaline rush from seeing so many birds take
off with the roar of a jet engine and cover the sky was simply surreal. It is impossible, at
least for a photographer of my limited skills, to capture the grandeur of such a magnificent
spectacle. But here are six of my photos, anyway..
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