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Dear Lipika readers,

We are proud and happy to be able to offer another attractive edition of Lipika this year, filled with articles,
stories, poems and other items from various contributors — written from a multitude of perspectives.
Especially the writings and drawings from our young members are impressive, and | am sure everyone
would feel proud to see them. | would like to request others to prepare something for the next year in
advance, so that the demands of daily life do not obstruct their ability to contribute. We have so much talent
in our community, why not showcase that in Lipika?

Although Lipika is primarily a ‘web magazine’, we try to print a few paper-copies every year for the
convenience of those who may not have access to or do not feel comfortable with digital copies. However,
with limited resources we cannot afford to print too many coloured pictures or photos. Hope the readers
and contributors would forgive us for this. But Black and White pictures can be remarkably beautiful too, in
an artistic photographer’s hands! Remember those days?

On behalf of Lipika team, | would like to wish everyone our best wishes for Durga Puja celebration.
Jharna Chatterjee
Editor, Lipika

Note 1: Views expressed in Lipika represent the writers’ views. The Lipika team is not responsible
for them. Any factual inaccuracy or printing mistakes are unintentional.

Note 2: LIPIKA is a web publication and can be viewed at Deshantari webpage
https://deshantari.org/publications/
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Rajasthan the Land of Kings: Ranakpur
Dr. Subhash C. Biswas

This is a concise version of an excerpt from my forthcoming book India the Land of Gods Vol 2 (to be published).

It is early morning in Jodhpur. The memory of the rising sun in Jaisalmer is still fresh in the mind. They all
overslept last night, as there was no rush for an early hour program. Leisurely, they enjoy a sumptuous
breakfast in the hotel and then get ready for the next journey. Today's program is mainly to visit Ranakpur
Temple on their way to Kumbhalgarh.

The road to Kumbhalgarh begins with an excellent highway. It is the highway NH114 which is popularly
known as Jodhpur-Pali Expressway. This highway is somewhat comparable to those of North America, but
for one unique distinction and that is, apart from the normal traffic, there are cattle that cross the highway
at ease in their usual way. And sometimes speed bumps appear suddenly causing undesirable slowdown.

After about forty minutes of driving, driver Narendra slows down the car without any apparent reason.
“Are we going to stop, Narendra? Any problem?” Godadhar asks.

“No Sir, no problem,” Narendra replies with a grin. “And yes, we're going to stop for a while.”

“But why? Any particular reason? | see you're laughing.”

“Yes Sir, there’s something funny about it. If | tell you, maybe you’ll laugh too.”

“Ok, then tell us.”

Narendra parks the car in a suitable place on the roadside. Amazingly, there’s already a good crowd
gathered there. Everyone is curious about this unexpected stoppage and the gathering on the roadside.
They cast an inquisitive look at Narendra and wait curiously to hear whatever he has to say. Narendra
begins his story.

“People have gathered here to offer their prayer to a motor bike.” Narendra grins and continues with the
story. “The motor bike happens to be the deity of the shrine you see there.”

“What!” Dwijobar jumps up from his seat. “People are worshipping a motor bike! Come on, you want me to
believe that! I've heard and seen many weird things in this world, but worshipping a motor bike is the
weirdest. It makes no sense.”

“Dwijo, calm down,” Godadhar tries to find some sense in this matter. “You know, Hindus worship many
weird things like a piece of stone, a tree, cows, and idols made of soil or fiber glass. So what’s wrong with
a motor bike? And yes, Hindus even worship snakes, rats and more. There’s a rat temple here in Rajasthan,
you know that? Well, what's the name, wait a minute, yes, yes, it's Karni Mata Temple in Bikaner. There
are twenty-five thousand holy rats there, which are worshipped every day. Do you believe it? Many tourists
go there, right Narendra?”

“Yes, Sir. You're absolutely right. But this story of motor bike is really unbelievable. This shrine is called
Bullet Baba Temple. People offer mainly beer that too of the brand called Bullet. They believe, it's no
ordinary bike, it has supernatural power. ---*

“Wait, wait, wait!” Dwijobar again speaks out in a protesting tone. “Do you really mean offering beer to a
bike? This is absurd, laughable, far from anything devotional! No sane person can do that, except a beer
lover or a drunk.”

“Listen Dwijo. I'm not much surprised here either. This is not the first or the only temple where alcoholic
drinks are offered to the venerated deity. Kamalika and | visited Ujjain where we saw Kaal Bhairav Temple,
also called Whiskey Dev Temple. And can you guess what'’s offered to the deity there?”

“No, tell me.” Dwijobar is still in the mood of disbelief.



“It's whiskey, got it? And the Prasad for devotees also contains whiskey. You can buy Puja-baskets outside
the Temple, which contain a 140 ml bottle of whiskey or country liquor.”

“That’s great! | would like to be a devotee of that temple. By the way, what's the name again?”
“Kaal Bhairav, meaning Lord Shiva.”

“Good, here it's beer instead of whiskey. No problem, we can visit the temple.”

“But before that, let Narendra finish the story of Bullet Baba. Narendra, you may continue.”

“Yes Sir. There was a young man named Om Banna Rathore who lived in the Chotila village, not far from
here. One day, it was 2" December, 1991, not too long ago, Om Banna was driving along this road, and |
mean Jodhpur-Pali Expressway. It's believed; he was under the influence of beer and was driving at a high
speed. He lost control of his bike and hit a tree on the roadside and then died instantly. His bike that fell
into a ditch was impounded and taken to the police station. Next day, it was reported that the bike
disappeared during the night from the Police Station and was discovered next morning in the same spot
where it had been initially found. Police brought the motorbike back and this time, they emptied its fuel tank
and secured it under a locked chain. To their utter surprise, they found the bike disappeared once again
from the Station and found back in the same accident spot. Every attempt of the Police to retain the bike at
the Station failed and the bike was always found in the same place before dawn. This episode made the
local population believe, this Bullet Bike was a miracle and it possessed spiritual power. One day, a person
had a vision of Om Banna. Om said, he lost his favorite bike and he was dead. But he wanted to remain
there where he died. So he requested that person to do something about it. That person erected a make-
shift temple with the bike in the Sanctum. Soon people started visiting the temple, tie wish-fulfilling threads
on the tree and offer drinks to the idol. Thus Shree Om Banna was venerated as a deity and a well-dressed
statue of him was installed in the Sanctum. Believe it or not Sir, village folks and travelers till date stop by
and seek Bullet Baba’s blessings and protection. It's said that his soul stays around the Bike and always
helps people. It's also believed, any traveler who ignores Bullet Baba is in for an unsafe journey.”

“Very interesting story,” says Dwijobar seemingly being impressed by the beer-offering aspect of the
Temple. “Anyway, let’s get there and visit the one and only temple of beer loving deity.

So they get out of the car to have a glimpse of the shrine. Narendra goes inside the shrine with Puja offer.
Godadhar and others have no beer to offer nor do they have a devotional wish to offer Puja. But Kamalika
and Shubhra buy some sacred threads and tie them on the tree. Godadhar and Dwijobar keep on observing
the crowd and their activities from outside, out of curiosity. It is amazing to see a big crowd for this little-
known shrine. Not only domestic visitors, many foreign tourists are also attracted to this Bullet Baba shrine.

Narendra comes back and then they continue their journey toward Kumbhalgarh.
“Narendra, | see that you're very knowledgeable and also have a good story-telling skill,” says Dwijobar.

“Sir, I've a B.A. in history and | read extensively. I'm very interested in architecture, Mythology and history
of Rajasthan.”

“If you're that qualified, why're you working as a mere driver?”

The inherent rudeness in this remark does not escape notice of Narendra. He is taken aback, remains silent
for a while and then replies very modestly with a smile, “Sir, | once had a 9 to 5 job in an office; but that
didn't suit me. | love Rajasthan, my home. | want to go everywhere again and again, with guests like you. |
love every drop of water and every grain of sand of Rajasthan, Sir.”

“Oh! You're poetic. Do you write poems?”
“Our next halt is Ranakpur, right Narendra?” Godadhar changes the course of conversation.

“Yes, Sir.”

10



“How far is it from here?”
“Roughly 120 km, it may take about two hours, Sir.”

“Good, now we may relax and enjoy the passing sceneries for the next two hours.”

RANAKPUR — A DREAM IN MARBLE

The car exits the highway and takes a mountainous road in the Aravalli range. The road is too narrow for
the busy traffic and sometimes it is dreadfully unsafe.

“Narendra, the road is too narrow and hilly and seems dangerous. Are you comfortable enough on this kind
of road?” Dwijobar asks with a cautionary tone.

“Don’t worry, Sir, I've driven many times on this road and | haven’t seen or heard of any accident.”

After a while, they arrive at Ranakpur. The parking lot is quite spacious and not totally occupied unlike other
lots. The Temple is visible with its grandeur from the parking area.

“I vividly remember this Temple from our last visit years ago,” says Kamalika.

“Yes dear, me too, but at that time it was still under renovation,” responds Godadhar. “And do you remember
how impressed we were by its architecture and sculptures and we promised to come back one day to see
the beauty after renovation?”

“Yes, | do and now here we are.”

Ranakpur Temple

Nested in the Aravalli Hills, the fifteenth-century Temple appears as an exquisitely beautiful monument in
marble. It is a breathtaking view that may overwhelm any visitor. Its overpowering presence defies all

11



description. This most intricately designed temple is called Ranakpur Temple; it is the largest temple
dedicated to Adinath, the first of the twenty-four Thirthankars (enlightened sages) of the Jain religion. The
campus includes a few other temples such as Parshwanath Temple, Amba Mata Temple and Surya
Temple.

This Temple was built by Seth Dharna Shah, a Jain businessman, under the patronage of Rana Kumbha,
the ruler of Mewar in the fifteenth century. The town of Ranakpur as well as the Temple was named after
this Monarch. Seth Dharna once had a dream of seeing a celestial viman (aero vehicle). Inspired by this
vision, he wanted to build a temple as an image of that vehicle. He invited many renowned artists, sculptors
and architects to create an exact material shape of his dreamt vehicle. But amazingly, he was profoundly
impressed by only a lesser known artist named Dipak who promised to create a temple of his vision. And
thus a unique confluence of devotion, art and artistry bloomed on earth in the form of a magnificent temple
that is an image of a heavenly viman. The artistic visualization along with aesthetic skill has produced a
true dream in marble. The construction had begun in 1446 AD and took about fifty years of hard work and
devotion to complete it in 1496 AD. The Temple, constructed totally in light coloured marble, sprawls over
an area of about 48000 sq. ft. The entrance hall is adorned with a Kichaka, a bearded man with five bodies
representing earth, water, fire, air and space.

The

Adinath Shrine inside the Ranakpur Temple

On getting inside the Temple, you find yourself immersed in an ocean of beauty manifested in countless
pillars adorned with intricately carved sculptures. This masterpiece is a quintessence of beauty, which
emanates an aura that transports the beholder to a world of holiness. The complexity, the vast expanse
and the artistic creation of this magnificent Temple are mind-blowing. One remarkable thing that comes to
notice is the wonderful play of light and shade on the lofty pillars. It is widely believed that colour of these
pillars changes from golden to pale blue every hour during the day.

Enshrined in the Sanctum Sanctorum is the four-faced marble image of Adinath. This is the main shrine in
the complex and is called the Chaturmukha Temple, Chaturmukha meaning Four-faced. The four faces
of Adinath signify the Thirthankar's quest for the four cardinal directions and hence the whole universe.
There are twenty-nine pillared halls that lead into the various sectors such as the inner Sanctum, eighty-six
shrines, five spires and twenty domes in the spacious interior of this huge complex. All these are supported
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on one thousand four hundred forty four magnificent pillars each of which is exquisitely carved with floral
and vegetal motifs, and amazingly no two pillars have the same design. These forty-foot tall pillars are so
ingenuously positioned that the Chaturmukha Temple remains unobstructed to visitors’ view from any place
inside the complex. The abundantly carved domes also bear evidences of impeccable workmanship; they
rise in concentric bands with richly ornamented friezes and brackets. Dancing nymphs playing flute are
engraved at a height of forty-five feet and the ceilings are adorned with foliate scrollwork and geometric
pattern. Huge brackets connecting the columns with the ceiling are profusely embellished with sculptures
of deities.

The Parshwanath Temple is renowned for its engraved windows decorated with Jain figures. A single
block of marble beautifully carved with one thousand and eight heads of snake and countless tails is a
wonderful sight in this shrine. It is believed that no one can find the end of these tails. The star-shaped
Surya Temple is located at close proximity. The image of Lord Surya is mounted on his chariot driven by
seven horses.

This great Temple represents the five principal tenets of Jain religion, which are Ahimsa (Non-violence),
Satya (Truth), Achaurya (Non-stealing), Brahmacharya (Chastity) and Aparigraha (Non-attachment). The
principle of Ahimsa demands visitors not to bring leather products inside the Temple.

After the visit of the Ranakpur Temple, they all stand in the front yard and look back at the immense
monument one more time and feel how the art and ambiance of this Temple uphold the ascetic ideology of
Jainism.

“Have you noticed something here, Godai?” Dwijobar asks.
“What do you mean?”

“Unlike other religious places in India, this place has no maddening crowd. Isn't that something
remarkable?”

“Remarkable indeed. As a matter of fact, that's the first thing that struck me. And the second thing is that
it's a Jain temple that supposedly draws mainly Jain devotees and tourists. But I'm most awe-struck by the
Temple itself. Solid slabs of marble stone rise right from the ground to support the Temple's immense
exterior with flamboyant cupolas — incredible!”

“And also there’s one more thing to note, Sir.” Adds Narendra. “The narrow mountainous roads have been
a boon in disguise. They discouraged the foreign invaders to come all the way here. Anyway, Sir, if you're
done here, can we proceed toward Kumbhalgarh?”

“Surely, let's move.”

Note: Photos were taken by the author.

ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok
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An Encounter of a Different Kind
Dr. Subhash C. Biswas

(The following article has been excerpted from one of my forthcoming books and has been modified to be published
as a short story. Every aspect of this story is true; it happened in a remote village of Bengal about seventy-five
years ago.)

It is still summer. The long summer vacation will come to its end in a few weeks. A fair is going on at the
far end of the village. Nimu has visited the fair with mother, Sarojini; but that was in the day time. He
desperately wants to see the fair during the night. His friends said it was very glamorous with lots of lights.

“Ma, | want to see the fair in the night.”

“No Nimu, night or day makes no difference. It's the same.”

“No Ma, my friends say it's more fun in the night. Please Ma.”

“But how can you go? You're only eight-years old; | won't allow you going all alone.”
“Ma, Sej-da and Dhiru-da are going tonight. May | go with them?”

“If they agree to take care of you, you may.”

“Ok, Ma.”

Nimu runs to find his Sej-da. Shreesh is busy with something and does not want to entertain Nimu. Nimu is
obstinate; he has to go with them at any cost. He asks repetitively and is refused every time. But Nimu does
not leave hope; he makes his plan.

When Shreesh and Dhiru are about to leave the house to go to the fair, Nimu joins them. “I told you many
times, you're not coming with us,” Shreesh says in a loud voice. Nimu does not say a word. When they start
going, Nimu follows them. Shreesh looks back and discovers Nimu following.

“You're too audacious,” Shreesh rebukes him. “Go back Nimu,” he orders. “Dhiru, let's get going.”

Nimu still follows ignoring their order. “Look Nimu, you’re ignoring my order. Now see what | do.” Shreesh
draws a line across the road with a stick. “This is the no-cross line, your limit. If you cross this line, you'll
get a big slap on the face. You get it?” Nimu doesn’t say a word, only looks at them with an innocent face.
They start moving again believing Nimu will obey this time. But Nimu is determined today; he crosses the
line at ease and stealthily follows them.

After some distance, Dhiru notices Nimu still following them. They stop and Shreesh comes back
aggressively towards Nimu.

“What did | tell you?”
“You said you'll slap me if | crossed the line. Sej-da, give me a slap but let me go with you.”
Dhiru laughs; but Shreesh controls his laughter and scolds him once again.

“Look Nimu, this is going to be the ultimate and very serious warning.” He draws another deep line with
some crisscross lines over it.

“This is Lakshman Line. You know pretty well what it means and what happens when you cross it. What
happened to Sita when she crossed it?”

“She got abducted by Ravan.”
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“Remember that and don’t dare cross it. Go back home.”

This time they are quite sure Nimu will be scared to trespass the Lakshman Line. The two cousins feel
relieved and happily resume their course. But Nimu is unyielding; nothing can stop him today, not even the
powerful Lakshman Line. Undaunted, he follows them again but at a greater distance, hiding himself from
time to time. But again, Dhiru notices him.

“You wicked fellow, worse than a stinking monkey; you do deserve a slap now.” Shreesh raises his hand
to slap, but Dhiru stops him.

“Shreesh-da, | think we've to let him come with us now. Firstly, he has proved his patience by his tenacious
attempts to see the fair. And secondly and more importantly, we can’t send him back home alone; it's quite
dark now.”

Shreesh ponders for a while and then says, “Ok, come with us you mischievous fellow. But make sure you
always stay close to us. | can't keep an eye on you all the time.”

“But Sej-da, Ma knows I've come with you. So you can't leave me alone, not here, not in the fair.”
“Ok, shut up and follow us.”

Thus Nimu has succeeded to come to the fair in the night. The fair looks glamorous from a distance. While
in the fair, he finds it bright everywhere, many lights and more people than in the day. He moves around
and gets amused and always keeps his elders in sight. He feels uncomfortable, as he has to release himself.
He had this feeling before while on the way to the fair. But he couldn’t express it then, as he was more
preoccupied with getting over the hurdles to accompany his brother. Now he feels embarrassed and also
afraid to tell them about it. So he keeps on holding, thinking it would be better doing it on the roadside on
the way back home. But when that time comes after the fair, he again feels shy and scared to ask them to
stop for him. It is so dark that the road is almost invisible to him. In such darkness, even the stars can be
helpful, however little. But the trees have formed a canopy overhead; so no stars are visible either. Nimu
follows his elders who are moving at fast pace like two shadows oblivious of the little boy coming behind.
He wonders why they don’t look back for a second to check if the little boy is still there and following, if he
is alright or needs anything. His ability to hold is almost to the brink and may give in at any moment, putting
him to shameful embarrassment. The thought of stopping on the roadside without telling them crosses his
mind. But no, he is scared of ghosts when alone in the darkness of night. Moreover, there are a few haunted
places on the way. The most horrifying of those is the mango tree near Fekshi's house. So he keeps on
walking as fast as he can. When he passes all the haunted places, he is already pretty close to the house.
He finds a suitable place on the roadside and does his job. It takes some time to finish; Shreesh and Dhiru,
constantly engaged in talking among them, vanish out of sight. Nimu is not afraid anymore; he is rather
relaxed. Moreover, the house is visible from here. He proceeds pleasingly towards the house.

But he does not know what is waiting for him. As soon as he arrives at the main gate, he sees a gigantic
white swan occupying the total entrance passage. He stops, and stands in awe and fear, wondering what
that creature is and where it has come from. There are ducks in the house, but no swans. And a swan of
this size is beyond his imagination. He tries to get rid of the fear and have some courage. So, as he tries to
make his way into the house passing by the little space between the wall and the swan, it moves sideway
to block that space. He moves back, his capacity of judgement is failing; he is bewildered. At this point, fear
begins to creep back in his mind. To show that he is dauntless, he asks,

“Who are you? What do you want? Move away and let me go.” But his voice trembles.

The swan-like creature now stares straight at him and begins to move towards him in swan-like steps. Nimu
is now terribly shaken; he has no doubt that it is some kind of a ghost. He instantly leaves the place and
runs as fast as he can in the opposite direction, screaming at the top of his voice - “ghost, ghost!". He
crosses the road and then there is the high bamboo-fence barrier blocking the entrance of the neighboring
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house. With the running momentum, he jumps over the barrier which he never could do before. He runs
into the courtyard where he finds two men engaged in their nightly chat after supper. He grasps one of them
with his arms still screaming - “ghost, ghost'.

The two men are two brothers — Kartik and Ganesh. They are flabbergasted seeing Nimu in their house so
late at night and screaming. They find it difficult to stop him from crying. He is shaking terribly out of fear.
They try hard to console him, give him courage and make him talk.

“Look Nimu, there're no ghosts in this world. They exist in stories only. Tell me exactly what you saw.”

“It was a huge swan, Ganesh-dada, all white, dazzling in that darkness. And it was slowly coming towards
me.”

“A swan! Only a swan! Did it do anything to scare you?”

“No, it didn’t pose any threat. But it was so huge, so gigantic, never have seen such a swan before.”

“I think Nimu, you only imagined this creature. You must have read stories about big swans recently, right?”
“No, no, it was real, no story. | saw it.”

“Then let’s go there to catch your ghost.”

The three go to the gate and find nothing there. Everything is as clear as ever before. Nimu suspected this
— the ghost will not stay there to show itself up.

“See Nimu, there’s nothing, no ghost.”
“Ya, no ghost,” says Kartik, “I've never seen a ghost here.”
“It was just here, I'm telling the truth. It's gone now; | knew it would go away.”

In the meantime, there is lot of uproar in the house. Nimu is missing. Everyone is blaming the two cousins
— Shreesh and Dhiru.

“You two irresponsible, worthless fellows, you left the little boy in the fair!” Prabhas, Dhiru’s father, scolds
them. “In this dark night, how could you leave him?”

“No, we didn’t leave him, he was following us,” says Shreesh, and both look at each other with a guilty face.
“Actually, we were talking on our way and forgot to look back for Nimu.”

“Now you both have to come with me to go back to the fair to look for him.”

Sarojini is speechless; she is on the point of breaking down. “In this darkness of the night, the boy might
have gone the wrong way and got lost in the woods,” she mutters.

“Me too, I'll go with you,” says Barhokali, a grown-up cousin of Nimu, his most favorite.

As they begin to proceed, Kartik and Ganesh enter the house with Nimu who is still gripped with fear, and
shivering and sobbing. Sarojini gets back her breath; she is consoled and relieved seeing Nimu back home.
Everyone is shocked seeing Nimu’s miserable condition. He is not behaving normally. Ganesh explains to
them what happened. Prabhas, Barhokali, Rupali, Sarojini, Junik, all of them try to convince Nimu that
there was no ghost; there cannot be any as there is none here or anywhere. People are afraid that Nimu
might get possessed; so they are vehemently opposing Nimu’s insistence.

“Nimu, it was actually me standing there near the gate. | was waiting for you.” Dhiru tries to use a tricky way
to convince him.

“No Dhiru-da, it was not you. You're not a swan.”
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Junik, another grown-up cousin, scolds him in a stern voice. “Enough is enough, Nimu. There’s no ghost
and you're faking it and making a drama. Now stop this nonsense and go to sleep.”

“No, no, no, | saw what | saw and I'm not making any drama. It was a swan and a huge one. It was coming
to attack me.” Nimu shivers again and mumbles showing signs of getting possessed. Barhokali come
forward and approaches Nimu in a hush.

“You naughty fellow, you're making us fool eh!” He slaps him with force on both sides of the face, so that
he breaks down with pain and cries. “Now stop all this fuss and forget what happened.”

Nimu cries out of pain. He looks at Barhokali, his idol for everything, his most favorite big brother, who loves
him more than anyone else. He asks in his mind, “Are you really my Barho-da?” He ponders how his big
brother can disbelieve him and slap him giving lot of pain. He really forgets about the ghost affair; his love
for his Barho-da turns into anger. Barhokali notices the change and turns towards Sarojini.

“Kakima, he’s out of danger now. You can take him to bed. He'll sleep with anger towards me.”
Next morning, Nimu wakes up and finds Barhokali sitting beside his bed.

“Nimu,” Barhokali addresses him very affectionately and sweetly, “here are a few batasas, eat. They're very
good, sweet and delicious. Yesterday night, | slapped you. | didn’t really mean to. | love you very much. Are
you alright now?”

“Yes Barho-da.” Nimu sobs and sobs gazing at his big brother. He notices tears in his eyes. He takes a
piece of batasa and puts in his mouth. The ghost has left him for good.

N.B. The mystery of the white swan reappears in a later chapter in a more mysterious way.
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The Supergirl and the Knight
Aheli Banerjee, 8 years

Once upon a time, there was a knight and a Supergirl.

The Knight was really a prince but disguised as a knight. He was disguised because he wanted to save the
kingdom from the dragons. If the knight did not help, the kingdom would be burnt! The Supergirl was really
a princess, but disguised as a Supergirl because she also wanted to save people. If both didn’t not help the
kingdom, it would be a mess.

One day, the princess and the prince were at school. Suddenly, a huge cloud appeared on top of the school!

The dragons were blowing out fire and the smoke was the huge cloud. The Supergiril and Knight saw the
huge cloud from their classroom and they knew the dragons were coming and going to burn the kingdom.
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The dragons were almost there at the kingdom. Did the people know that there were dragons in the
kingdom? No, they did not.

The Supergirl and the Knight, rode in their flying wagon to the clouds to fight with the dragons. They were
fighting very hard. In the fight, one of the dragons took the Supergirl and threw her onto a cloud, but the
Supergirl was strong, so she did survive. Then the Supergirl fired a fire bullet on the dragon’s eye. The
Knight grabbed his sword and cut the dragon’s neck. So, the dragons were dead and the kingdom was
saved.

Everybody lived happily ever after.
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Bright colors of Pujo

Vidita Mukherjee, 8 years
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Bhoot Jolokia of my garden

Nirmal Kumar Sinha

One of my French-Canadian neighbour is an avid gardener. He has a vegetable garden that is comparable
to the Mughal Flower Garden in Delhi, my original home town. We have become close friends for many
decades and exchange plants with each other, especially the seedlings in early springs. However, most of
the years, | am more in the receiver’'s end because he has access to a green house and the spring time in
Ottawa is rather unpredictable. Moreover, he fortified his vegetable garden in such a way that wild rabbits
and groundhogs cannot penetrate as they do freely in my garden. My garden is like a country-side Indo-
Canadian jungle compared to my friend’s well-organized beds of tomatoes, peppers, tubers, carrots, beans,
etc. He loves to experiment with different types of plants — especially the peppers and tomatoes. One
year, he asked me if | would like to try growing, “Boot Yaloka”, a kind of very hot pepper. | couldn't figure
out the name and asked him several times to repeat it. Suddenly, it dawned upon me that it could be the
“Bhut or Bhoot Jalokia”, one of the hottest chili peppers of the world, native to India’s northeastern states
of Assam, Manipur, Arunachalam and Nagaland. Actually, | came to know about this incredibly hot chilli
pepper from an article published in National Geographic Magazine many years ago, but never seen it.
Naturally | agreed to try growing this pepper and he gave me three plants. Eventually they grew up in my
garden and were loaded with peppers. | kept a close eye on their growth history and recorded many
features. Figure 1 shows four stages of growth and a cross-sectional view of a matured unit.

51



Figure 1. Four stages of growth (left) and cross-sectional view of a Bhut Jolokia, one of the most hot (if not hottest)
peppers of the world, native to northeastern states of Assam, Arunachal, Manipur and Nagaland of India

One Day in Kyiv

Subha Basu Ray

There were fresh leaves on the horse chestnuts in Kyiv, when we visited in April. The pink and white
blossoms appear later, only in May. The delicately scented blooms, which stand like candles on leafy
branches, are a symbol of this ancient city, celebrated in music and poetry. We will have to wait for a second
visit, before we are able to appreciate their legendary beauty.

Looking out of the window of our hotel room, as day was breaking in Kyiv, | could barely discern the canopy
of the trees in Mariinsky Park. A thick fog shrouded the city. The drive in to Kyiv from Boryspil Airport, the
night before, had been at break neck speed! Images rushed by my window: shards of light, stretches of
darkness and the blurry outlines of buildings! We must have crossed the River Dnieper at some point, from
the left bank to the right. | hardly noticed! It was a Saturday night, and Yuri, our driver, must have had plans.

The reception lounge of the Natsionalny Hotel was cavernous, bold and brassy, apparently favoured by
civil servants. The Ukrainian Parliament building, the Verkhovna Rada, was just down the street. Except for
one friendly young lady at the reception desk, the others spoke no English and seemed dour and distant.
Luckily for us, Miss Congeniality was on duty when we checked in, the night before!

Complimentary breakfast at the Natsionalny was a la carte, which for me were pancakes bursting with
blueberries, served with a generous dollop of sour cream. We then waited in the lounge for our guide, for
a three-hour tour of the city. Being a Sunday, this was the only opportunity my husband had to see Kyiv,
outside of office and hotel.

Our tour began, logically, on the bank of the Dnieper, at the monument of the legendary founders of Kyiv,
the brothers Kyi, Shchek and Khoryv and their sister Lybid.

Statue of the three founders
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Strategically located on an ancient trade route, the settlement grew to become the premier city of the Kievan
Rus, a loosely confederated state of independent principalities, comprising of territories of present-day
Belarus, Russia and Ukraine. Through its long, often turbulent history, Kyiv has been looted and sacked,
ravaged by war and famine and yet has survived with amazing tenacity! Today, it is home to a population
of more than two million, having spread to the west bank of the river, the old and the new reflected in its
architecture and popular culture.

The Kyiv Pechersk Lavra, a UNESCO World Heritage site, has been a pre -eminent centre of Eastern
Orthodox Christianity since its foundation in 1051. Commissioned by Antonite monks and built by architects
from Constantinople, it has remained an active place of worship and pilgrimage through the centuries.

The Great Bell Tower of Lavra is one of the most recognisable landmarks of Kyiv’'s skyline. Standing at
more than 95 metres, it was the tallest structure at the time of its construction in the 16" century. With four
classical, colonnaded tiers and a gilded dome, it has both grace and beauty.

The Gate Church of the Trinity sits atop of one of the principal entrances of the Lavra. Originally built as a
Kievan Rus church, it was later reconstructed in the baroque style of architecture. Beautiful frescoes
depicting biblical scenes, decorate both the interior and exterior walls of the church.

St. Sophia Cathedral

A tour of the entire complex would have taken half a day, time we did not have. After quick stops at the
cathedrals of St Sophia and St Vladimir, the Maidan and St Andrew’s Descent (the Montmarte of Kyiv), our
tour was over. Through the course of the following week, | had the opportunity to revisit most of the sites at
a far more leisurely pace, with Liudmila, my Viator guide.

The highlight of our first evening in Kyiv, was a superb performance of “Swan Lake” at the Ukrainian
National Opera house. First established in the mid 19 century, it was rebuilt in an imposing, neo
renaissance style in 1901. The interior is opulent, if somewhat jaded with time. It was here that Tsar
Nicholas Il and two of his daughters, the Grand Duchesses Olga and Tatiana, were attending a performance
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in Sept 1911, when they witnessed the assignation of the prime minister, Pyotr Stolypin, by an alleged
revolutionary.

“Swan Lake” was our first full length ballet. We were charmed by the evocative beauty of the sets, the
artistry of the performers and the exquisite costumes. It was a sold-out show, including many children, some
young enough to sit on their parents’ knees. Yet there was pin drop silence during the performance! Going
to the opera, it appears, is no longer reserved for the well heeled, as it was in Imperial Russia!

Walking down the side streets near our hotel, looking for a restaurant open at that late hour after the
performance, we found “Salon Du Vin”. Literally next door to our hotel, serving French wine paired with an
eclectic selection of food, serenaded by vintage Edith Piaf, in an intimate environment lit by pillar candles!
We went back to “Salon Du Vin” almost every night during our stay in Kyiv and were never disappointed.

Our last evening in Kyiv, was cold and blustery. We grudgingly wore our winter coats as we walked down
to “Salon Du Vin” for the last time. Halfway through our meal, | turned to the candlelit window to see a face
pressed against it. A heavyset, elderly woman, in a threadbare coat, clutching on to some bread in one
hand, the other holding on to a bottle of whatever she was drinking, her expression quizzical, even
reproachful. Or so | imagined. It filled me with a sense of unease and reminded me that all was not well for
the proud people of this ancient land, that everyday living for ordinary citizens, especially pensioners, was
a constant struggle.

I have wondered about Liudmila and her family, through the course of the years. At the time of our visit,
her elderly father was straining to meet his expenses on a meagre pension. Her husband was unemployed
and her son looking to leave for greener pastures in the West. | can only hope, that with a new government
recently elected to office, there will be change for the better. Liudmila and her family deserve no less.
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“On 5 July 1977, General Zia-ul-Hag led a coup d'état. In the year or two before Zia-ul-Hag's coup, his
predecessor, leftist Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, had faced vigorous opposition which was united under
the revivalist banner of Nizam-e-Mustafa (“Rule of the prophet"). According to supporters of the movement,
establishing an Islamic state based on sharia law would mean a return to the justice and success of the
early days of Islam when the Islamic prophet Muhammad ruled the Muslims. In an effort to stem the tide of
street Islamisation, Bhutto had also called for it and banned the drinking and selling of wine by Muslims,
nightclubs and horse racing.

On coming to power, Zia went much further than Bhutto, committing himself to enforcing Nizam-e-Mustafa,
i.e. sharia law. Most accounts confirm that Zia came from a religious family and religion played an important
part in molding his personality. His father worked as a civilian official in army headquarters and was known
as "Maulvi” Akbar Ali due to his religious devotion.”

(Wikipedia)
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Laugh and Live Longer (collected from anonymous sources)

e A Really Senior Driver

My neighbor was working in his yard when he was startled by a late model car that came
crashing through his hedge and ended up in his front lawn.

He rushed to help an elderly lady driver out of the car and sat her down on a lawn chair. He said
with excitement, "You appear quite elderly to be driving."

"Well, yes, | am," she replied proudly. "I'll be 97 next month, and I am now old enough, that |
don't even need a driver's license anymore."

He asked "How do you know?"

"The last time | went to my doctor, he examined me and asked if | had a driver's license. | told
him, yes and handed it to him."

He took scissors out of the drawer, cut the license into pieces, and threw them in the waste
basket, saying, "You won't need this anymore.'

So | thanked him and left!

A Student who got 0% Marks, was surprised because his all answers were seemingly correct!
Read his answers and see if you agree...

Q.1 - In which battle did Tipu Sultan Die? Ans. - In his Last Battle.

Q.2 - Where was the Declaration of Independence Signed? Ans. - At the Bottom of the Page.
Q.3 - What is the Main Reason for Divorce? Ans. - Marriage.

Q.4 - Ganga Flows in which State? Ans. - Liquid State.

Q.5 - When was Mahatma Gandhi Born? Ans.- On His Birthday.

Q.6 - How will you Distribute 8 Mangoes among 6 People? Ans - By Preparing Mango Shake!!

Q.7 - India Me saal bhar Sabse Zyada Baraf Kaha Girti Hai...??? Awesome Reply By Student-
"Daaru K Glass Me..."
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Thank you on behalf of Deshantari and LIPIKA team. Hopefully you have
enjoyed the LIPIKA edition of 2019. We earnestly request you to try to
contribute to the next year’s edition of LIPIKA.
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Responsible Innovation
Reeto Ghosh, Gr 10

This multicolor artwork depicts the need for responsible innovation through emerging scientific
technologies (e.g. Artificial Intelligence or Al) in today’s society. On the right side of my piece, we can
see the main causes of our biggest problem to date- global warming. Leading from this, on the left, we
can see some of the effects of our extensive use of natural resources. Along the bottom of this piece,
we can see the protests and outcries for help, and a change in our lifestyle. The eye at the center of my
artwork represents the vision for the responsible application of emerging scientific technologies to
address our global issues, such as climate change. It also suggests that our new scientific
breakthroughs and innovations are used ethically and for the best interest of our society.
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Somudra-Soikat

Arna Nandi, 8 years
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